
Felipe Ferrão,  presented an in-depth overview of coffee production, history, and the challenges 
facing the global coffee industry. He highlighted the narrow genetic diversity of Arabica coffee, 
which limits breeding opportunities, and discussed efforts to develop coffee in Florida as a 
sustainable alternative crop. Felipe shared insights into the different coffee market segments, 
including specialty and farm-to-table options, and explained the complexities of coffee quality 
assessment. The presentation concluded with a discussion of genetic engineering possibilities for 
improving coffee traits, such as caffeine content and flavor profiles. Watch the video of this talk by 
going to the Meetings page of the RFUF website and clicking on the February 25th meeting. Videos 
remain active on the website for 6 months after each meeting. All photos courtesy of Saeed Khan. 



     

       

                                              




